In the Claims: 



L (Currently amended) A method for s@< 




hiding information on a 



computer, [[said]] the method comprising th e steps of : 

a) retrieving an identity of at least one a computer component; 

b) deriving at l east one identifi er a name from said identity in a secret manner 



c) for each of said at least one identifier, storing [[said]] the information on 
[[said]] the computer in a storage entry corrcGponding to identified by said identifier 



2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 1, wherein 
[[said]] title information is encrypted prior to said storin g of said informatio n. 

4. (Currently amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 1, wherein said 
storage entry is selected from the group comprising consisting of : a file[[,]]; a registry 
entry[[,]] ; and a database entry, 

5. (Currently amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 1, wherein said 
identity is selected from the group compHs i n g consisting of : a serial number[[J]i a 
model type-BHmber; ;: a component type: a volume name; a physical location [[J ];..a n d a 
network address, 

6- (Currently amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 1, wherein said 
at least - e n e -computer component is selected from the group comprising cojn^isting of : 
a hard drive[[J]; a network card[[J]; a CPU, a computer chip[[,]]; a s oft ware e le ment 
com puter program [r,]1; a ha rdware element, a BIOS[[p]]. ; and a file , a name of a fil% 
an ID of a fil e, a phyGical locati o n o f a ^ile, a program . 




name. 
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7. (Currently amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 1, wherein said 
deriving a name of said at Icaot one identifier from said identity of said at-U&s^ne 
r^nmpntfer cnmponent is carried out by the steps fturther comprises : 

a) generating a pseudo-random sequence whose seed is based on a numeric 
value derived from said identity; and 

b) deriving said at least one identifier name from at least one member of said 
pseudo-random sequence. 

8. (Currently amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 1, wherein said 
at least one computer component is remotely accessible by said computer- 

9. (Canceled) 

10- (Currently amended) A method for securely storing hiding information on 
a computer and retrieving [[said]] tihe information, [[said]] tfje method comprising4he 
Gtepg o f : 

storing [[said]] titie information by: 

a) retrieving an identity of at least one a computer component; 

b) deriving at least one identifier a name from said identity in a secret manner 
e f s ai d at least on e co mputer component ; 

c) for each of said at least one ide ntifi er, storing [[said]] the information on 
[[said]] the computer in a storage entry corrcgponding to identified by said ideatifie^ 
name ; 

retrieving the stored information by: 

d) retrieving [[the]] said identity of said at least on e computer component; 

e) deriving in the manner of step (b) said at lea s t - o a ^ identiiw name from said 
identity of at least on© computer component in said secret manner ; and 
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f) for each of oaid at Icaot one identifier^ retrieving [[said]] the information ob 

said computer from [[a]] said storage entry eorresponding to identified by said 

identifi er name ; 

IL (Canceled) 

12. (Currently amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 10, wherein 
[[said]] the information is encrypted prior to said storin g of said infomiation . 

13. (Currently amended) [[A]] Ihe method according to claim 10, wherein 
said storage entry is selected from the group comprising consisting of : a file[[,]]i a 
registry entry[[,]] : and a database entry. 

14. (Currently amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 10, wherein 
said identity is selected from the group comprising consisting of : a serial number[[,]]; 
a model typ e number. : a component type: a volume name: a physical iocation[[,]]iand 
a network address. 

15. (Currently amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 10, wherein 
said at l east one — computer component is selected from the group eemprising 
consisting of : a hard drive[[J3i a network card[(J]; a CPU, a computer chip[[,]]; a 
so ft ware elemen t computer program lfJI; a4iQ3Fd waxe e l ement, a BIOS[[,]]; and a fiK 
a name of a fil e, an ID of a file, a physical location of a file, a program . 

16. (Currently amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 10, wherein 
said deriving a name of said at least one identifier from said Identity of said at lea s t 
^nt^ rnrppiit^^r nnmponent m carri e d out bj^ the s t eps further comprises : 

a) generating a pseudo-random sequence whose seed is based on a numeric 
value derived fi:om said identity; and 

b) deriving said at least one identifier name fi-om at least one member of said 
pseudo-random sequence. 
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17. (Currently amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 10, wherein 
said at least one computer component is remotely accessible by said computer. 

18. (Canceled) 
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For the convenience of the Examiner, following is a clean version of the above 
amended claims, showing the status indicators, but without the tracking markup: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for hiding information on a computer, the 
method comprising: 

a) retrieving an identity of a computer component; 

b) deriving a name from said identity in a secret manner; and 

c) storing the information on the computer in a storage entry identified by said 

name, 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein the 
information is encrypted prior to said storing. 

4. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein said storage 
entry is selected from the group consisting of: a file; a registry entry; and a database 
entry. 

5. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein said 
identity is selected from the group consisting of: a serial number; a model type; a 
component type; a volume name; a physical location; and a network address. 

6. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein said 
computer component is selected from the group consisting of: a hard drive; a network 
card; a CPU, a computer chip; a computer program; a BIOS; and a file. 

7. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein said 
deriving a name ftirther comprises: 

a) generating a pseudo-random sequence whose seed is based on a numeric 
value derived from said identity; and 
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b) deriving said name from at least one member of said pseudo-random 
sequence. 

8. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein said 
computer component is remotely accessible by said computer. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Currently amended) A method for hiding information on a computer and 
retrieving the information, the method comprising: 

storing the information by: 

a) retrieving an identity of a computer component; 

b) deriving a name from said identity in a secret manner; 

c) storing the information on the computer in a storage entry identified by said 

name; 

retrieving the information by: 

d) retrieving said identity of said computer component; 

e) deriving in the manner of step (b) said name from said identity in said secret 
manner; and 

f) retrieving the information from said storage entry identified by said name; 
IL (Canceled) 

12. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 10, wherein the 
information is encrypted prior to said storing. 

13, (Ciirrently amended) The method according to claim 10, wherein said 
storage entry is selected from the group consisting of: a file; a registry entry; and a 
database entry. 
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14. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 10, wherein said 
identity is selected from the group consisting of: a serial number; a model type; a 
component type; a volume name; a physical location; and a network address. 

15. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 10, wherein said 
computer component is selected from the group consisting of: a hard drive; a network 
card; a CPU, a computer chip; a computer program; a BIOS; and a file. 

16. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 10, wherein said 
deriving a name further comprises: 

a) generating a pseudo-random sequence whose seed is based on a nimieric 
value derived from said identity; and 

b) deriving said name from at least one member of said pseudo-random 
sequence. 

17. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 10, wherein said 
computer component is remotely accessible by said computer- 

18. (Canceled) 
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